This booklet contains an exchange of letters between Rabbi Menachem Shmuel Dovid Raichik and the
Previous Rebbe. The letters included here, from the years 1947 through 1949, are from the time he
commenced his Shlichus as Shadar of the Previous Rebbe. This is a position, which he held under the
Nesius of both the Previous Rebbe and our Rebbe, for a total of over fifty years. Additionally the letters
discuss his marriage to his Rebbitzen, Leah Raichik.

Portions of this booklet have been previously published in the Chabad Chodesh of Congregation Levi
Yitzchok of Los Angeles.

The various reports have been typed for easy reading - to show in detail what type of work he was doing
for the Rebbe, traveling for five months - Nisan through Av - from New York to the West Coast, then
returning to New York for Tishrei. Rabbi Raichik began his travels within six months of his arrival in the
United States from Shanghai not knowing much English; he traveled by train and bus, with his tefillin and

some seforim, some boxes of matzos and cans of sardines. Those people who remember Rabbi Raichik
will recall his strict observance of Kashrus and realize that the level of Kashrus around the country was
such that his diet was severely limited for a lengthy time. There were no "Chabad Houses" or other
centers where he could find a warm Chassidishe environment.




My Father’s Shlichus

By: Rabbi S. Raichik

After my father arrived in America and reached Crown Heights, he still maintained contact with Mr. Braluvsky, a
major supporter of the refugees in Shanghai. [ am excerpting significant portions of this letter to illustrate not only
my father’s manner of maintaining a connection with people, but the situation with the Frierdiker Rebbe, and how
the Rebbe established my father’s shlichus in America.
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After my father came to New York, he wrote the following letter to the Previous Rebbe.

“Boruch Hashem who saved me
and now I have the z’chus to come
to the Rebbe,

“I fearned in Tomchei T'mimim in
3696 (1936); and in the summer I
learned in the Zal (study hall).

“In Shanghai, I did not have the
ability to learn Niglah and
Chasidus properly because the
bochurim gave me the responsibili-
ty of running the yeshiva.

“Iam 28 years old I am asking
the Rebbe how I should proceed
Sfirther.

“I am asking that the Abishier
should help me 1o get established
in life ... physically and spiritually
and to fulfill the purpose for which
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I was brought here.”

That year he was appointed as the emissary of the Rebbe.

The following series of letters, starting as a response to the above inquiry, shows how the Previous Rebbe guided
Rabbi Menachem Shmuel Dovid Raichik in establising his shlichus.

Letter 1

12 MarCheshvan, 5707

“In answer to your guestion I know
and value your dedicated work to
inspire interest about learning in
Yeshiva and to explain publicly the
fimportance of] support or those who
learn Torah and especially to speak
and encourage in an organized fashion
kow this is important to the life of a
child that the teacher should be a G-d
Jearing Jew. The Abishter should help
you become established with a good
shidduch and parnossa in abundarnce,
Physically and spirituaily. ”
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Letter 6

In a letter dated 4 Adar 5707 the Rebbe wrote to my
father:

“Write me in detail of your accomplishments in
the places that you visited and inform me con-
cerning how the Anash and their married children
are educated, their ¥iras Shomayim, and the
courses they study. Be one with the kiruv and his
inner awakening. In the expression of the Mittler
Rebbe, when a person thinks of his bitter spiritual
situation, he will cry from the bitterness of his soul
fo change his ways”

The Rebbe Maharash said in the name of the
Tzemach Tzedek, “Any place and any time in any
country, when any one of the children or children’
children in later generations will awake to keep
torah and mitzvahs, he will succeed physically and
spiritually.” '

Letter 5

24 Teves 5707

“In answer to your letter about your traveling:
surely you will write down the spiritual level of
Anash and that of the youth and the takanos
that they established, and the Abishter will give
them success, spiritually and physically. ”
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Through this exchange of letters, the Rebbe was laying the groundwork of my father’s shlichus. It was a highly
effective way to establish the relationship between the Rebbe and his Chassidim and their children. In the next

issue, we will, please G-d, go into depth regarding the shiichus.




In Honor of the Tenth Yartzeit of my Father
Rabbi Menachem Shmuel Dovid Raichik ob”m
on Tuesday, 8 Shevat (January 15).

By Rabbi Shimon Raichik

After my father came to America
in July of 1946, he asked the Previous
Rebbe to guide him in fufilling the
purpose for which he came here. A
few months later, after the Yomim
Tovim of Tishrei 5747, the Previous
Rebbe appointed him to the task of
traveling through the United States
and Canada in order to accomplish
two things: to collect funds for the
Rebbe and to encourage Jews in gen-
eral, wherever they may be found.

In lIgros Koshesh, we see how
miuich the Rebbe cherished my father’s
work, and his accomplishments. In
Vol. 9, p. 480, (2 Elul, 5708 (1948))
the Rebbe writes to Reb Moshe Chaim
Kesselman and gives him the respon-
sibility to visit the communities of
Anash, and we see openly my father’s
real accomplishments on his travels:

“Rabbi Shmuel Dovid. . . one of the
students who escaped Shanghai, who
travels through the country and Can-
ada who visits may different people,
even not from Anash, to awaken then
to strengthen them in shemiras ha
Torah, and in establishing a seder of
learning. He has had great success,
and the Abishter should help him

Students Arrive After Five Years

Los Angeles Times (1886-Currant Fite); Jul 22, 1946; PraQuest H

pg. A

Students Arrive

After Five Years

It's taken them a long time,
but 26 rabbinical students who
started from Poland for a theo-
logical seminary in Brooklyn,
N.Y., more than five years ago
arrived here yesterday on the
last leg of their journey.

Managing to filter out of Po-
land when Warsaw fell to the
Nazis In 1940, the bearded stu.
dents headed for New York via
Shanghail, They had just arrived

in Shapghai when they vere!

trapped by that bastion’s sur.
render to the Japs, who interned
them until war's end. Since then
they have been awaiting trans-
portation.

The students, led by Rabbi
Elijak Liss of Shanghal, were
met here yesterday by Rabbi
Mavurice 1. Hecht of New York,
who will accompany them across
the country, during which they
will be feted at receptions in the
larger cities.

Last night, the students were
honored by leaders of the local

Jewish community at a banguet] .

at the Jewish Home for the
Aged, 325 S, Boyle Ave. Chair-
man of last night's dinner was
Harry Altman,
Friedman as masier of cere-
monies, )
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regular shiurim. Many Yidden lived
on the east coast and Rabbi Shmuel

¢ | Dovid Raichik’s job was to travel to the
p cities and to speak with them about
keeping a Jewish home — Shabbos and

kashrus — and sending their children
to yeshivas, as was noted in previous
letters of the Rebbe.

From various reports that my father
gave to the Friediker Rebbe:

“For Shabbos Parshas Vayikra, I came
to Bridgeport. I spoke in the
Lubavitcher Shul about the work of
the Rebbe, and especially about Mer-
kos. To remind them about their roots.
I also spoke about the importance of
Limud Hatorah -~ making time for To-
rah classes, and the importance of a
Jewish education for their children.
For Shalosh Seudas I reviewed a
Ma’amar Chassidus in the Ashkenazic
Shul.

“Motzei Shabbos, Beis Nissan, 1 trav-

D |eled to New Haven and we farbrenged
. |in R Moshe Hecht’s home.
Ja
I W 1“Shabbos Parshas Tzav, I was in Nor-
Vith Toseph ;‘2 folk, and I spoke in the shul - Beis Av-
th |rohom. I spoke about, keeping Shab-~

physically and spiritually.”

Article in the LA Times about the arrival
of the Bochurim in America from Shang-

bos, learning Torah, and educating the
children in kosher chederim,

My father’s base of operations was
770, specifically the yeshiva. He traveled from there for
the Rebbe, speaking in shuls on Shabbos to enlighten the
congregation, setting up shiurim in the shul and in the
community at large, and speaking about kashrus and
sending children to yeshivas.

To understand my father’s work at this time, we must
understand that attendance at a Yeshiva and observance
of Shabbos and Kashrus were not “in style.” People did
not make a strong effort to attend daily minyanim or

“Sunday, Tes Nissan, [ was in Portsmouth, I spoke
with Reb Yitzchok Greenfeld, and 1 spoke to him
clearly, that he has the responsibility about what type
of education they give their children, in his Talmud
Torah. After ma’ariv I spoke in the shul - Gomlei Che-~
sed, about the same concepts. Sunday, [ was in the
house of Shmuel Stone, and we spoke about how the
level of yiddishkeit in his city is in a very low level, 1
told him that he has the responsibility to strengthen the
spirituality. Before I left he told me that when I come



there next year, T'll see great improvements in the shul.
He built a new shul with a Talmud Torah, and they
were hoping to bring a young rabbi from Yeshivah To-
rah V’daas.

“Anytime when I go to different cities, at all oppor-
tunities that I have to speak with people, I speak about
Torah and Mitzvos in general, and that everyone should
accept upon themselves a certain mitzvah. One person
that I spoke with, promised me that he would close his
store on Shabbos.

“Beis Iyar, I was in the city of Paterson. I visited R’
Bentzion Friedman and I encouraged him to send his
grandson to a yeshiva to learn.

“On Shabbos Parshas Acharei-Kedoshim, I was in
Pasaic. I spoke in shul Qhavei Shalom Anshei Lubavitch
about the same concepts (keeping shabbos, limud torah
etc). Before Minchah I taught Pirkei Avos, and at Sha-
losh Seudas 1 chazzered a ma’amer. After that I spoke
with them about the imporiance of Hilchos Shabbos
and R’ Shlomo Yaffe promised me that from the nexi
Shabbos he will start teaching a class in the laws of
Shabbos.

“Sunday 1 went back to Paterson and I spoke to R’
Menachem Mendel Tzukerman, and he told me that he
will try to come every day to the Lubavitch shul and
teach Ein Yaakov.”

Fll mention one typical report my father gave the
Rebbe about his travels and efforis. The translated letier
with minor editing reads as follows:

“On Shabbos Parshas Emor, 1 was in Scranton, Pa,
and I spoke before Musaf at Congregation Ohev Tzedek.
I addressed the congregants about the work of the
Rebbe, the importance of learning Torah, keeping Shab-
bos and proper chinuch of the children (chinuch hako-
sher). Before mincha I taught Pirkei Avos in Congreza-
tion Machzekei Hadaas, and after Shalosh Seudos I re-
peated a Maamor there for about eighty people. R
Shmuel Shapiro gives a daily shiur there in Ein Yaakov.
Sometimes a different person, R. Gutterman, gives a
shiur on Shabbos in Pirkei Avos. When T taught Pirkei
Avos there I emphasized that they should set aside time
to learn before Mincha. They made a commitment to
begin that Sunday, but it didn’t happen because the
person who was to give the shiur was too busy.

“On Wednesday 1 spoke o R, Meir Fink to emphasize
that someone should be involved and teach at Mincha
time for the community. I also spoke to Tzvi Harris,
who knows how to learn; He promised me that he will
try to teach. There is no Nusach Ari shul in that place
(Scranton) or the communities nearby. In the shul Qhev

Tzedek, R. Aaron Yehuda Nadler teaches Pirkei Avos
every Shabbos. On Tuesday after Maariv | spoke to the
congregation, telling them to establish a shiur every day
before Mincha. 1 also spoke at length with Rabbi Nadler.
On Monday 1 visited a shul called Bnei Isracl-Anshe
Sfard, After Maariv | spoke to them about establishing a
daily shiur. They responded that their new Chazan
(whom they had just hired) knows how to learn and he
will be in charge.

“Tuesday, Parshas Bahar/Bechukosei: 1 was in Ele-
phant ~ a small city near Scranton that has very few
Jews. 1 met with the President of the shul, Meir
Rosenfeld, who is a Shomer Shabbos. I spoke about the
Yiddishkeit in his community and was told that on
Shabbos they learn Pirkei Avos; they do not have a daily
minyan for Mincha. Alse T mei R, Asher Zelig Golden-
berger, President of a shul in Dixon City, another small
town. I spoke with him a long titme, and he promised to
set up a daily shiur in his shul.

“In  Scranton people
mentioned that they
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mud Torah. They are
eager to finish the
classrooms first, for
they have no school
for their children.
= They very much want
to open a Yeshiva, and
they are anxious to provide education for their chil-
dren. The level of Yiddishkeit is higher than in the sur-
rounding towns around, but they have no schools at all.
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“On Wednesday, I came to the city of Hazelton,
where there is a shul called “Agudas Yisroel.” Rabbi
Rockove teaches Ein Yaakov and halacha between
Mincha and Maariv, and on Shabbos they learn Pirkei
Avos. I couldn’t speak to a group, but [ spent time with
various individuals. I also spoke to R. Yaakov, who
stems from Anash in Russia.

“1 came for Shabbos Behar-Bechukotai to the city of
Wilkes-Barre, PA. I spoke in three shuls, Bais Yaakov,
Holchei Yosher, and Ohev Tzedek, about the work of
the Rebbe, and about the importance of Limud Ha'To-
rah, Shemiras Shabbos and Chinuch HaKosher. In Hol-
chei Yosher, there was a man, R” Davidson, who teaches
every Shabbos, Medrash. 1 spoke to them, about estab-
lishing a shiur every day. They promised me they



would do it, they had just hired a Chazzan who knows
how to learn and he would be the one to teach every
day. In Ohev Tzedek they had a shiur in Ein Yaakov or
Gemarah, every Shabbos. 1 tried to convince them to
have a shiur every day, but 1 had to leave before I was
successful. 1 made up with them that I would IY”H
come back and speak with them on Shabbos Parshas
Behaloscha. (In the report to the Rebbe, regarding
Shabbos Parshas Behaloscha. My father speaks in detail
about his accomplishments in Wilkes Barre, PA, on that
Shabbos.)

“Monday, Parshas Bamidbar, I came to Allentown.
On Tuesday 1 taught chassidus in “Cong. Agudas
Achim.” There is a regular shiur in Gemara and Ein
Yaakov and on Parsha. The Maggid Shiur is Rabbi
Shneur Zalman Kerefsky.,

“On Wednesday I visited R. Binyomin Shaffer. He
lives a bit far from the city. [ farbrenged with him, and
it had an impact. Later he took me to shul for Maariv —
He hadn’t davened Maariv for 10 years — I spoke with
him about the necessity of putting on tefillin every day
... T hiope he will.

This is how my father traveled, visiting small towns,
speaking in shuls, speaking to individuals, and collect-
ing funds for the Rebbe. My father’s routine was similar
to Merkos Shlichus nowadays, but it wasn’t the “in
thing” then.

His travels eventually brought him to scores of com-
munities in the continual U.S., and Canada. Among the
cities visited were:

Buffalo Houston Portland
Chicago Indianapolis Portsmouth
Cincinnati Kansas City S. Francisco
Cleveland Lake Ellsinore Scranfon
Dallas Milwaukee Seattle
Denver Modesto Sheboygan
Des Moines Norfolk St. Louis
Detroit Qakland Toronto
Dotchester Omaha Tucson
Phoenix Vancouver

This is the draft of the note my father sent to the
Rebbe when he spoke at the Sheva Brochos for his
friend, the father of well known shluchim throughout
America.

“This past Shabbos Mevorichim Nissin I was in Boro
Park for Sheva Brochos for Rabbi Mordechai Brezsiky
{known as Bryski). On Shabbos I spoke in the Shomer
Shabbos Nusach Sefard Shul about learning Torah,
Chinuch and keeping kosher, and words of hisorerus.

There were over 100 men there. After davening 1 en-
couraged them to say Tehillim after davening. As our
Tamim R. Avrohom Weingarten told me, his father
davened there; he was there last week, and my words
made a great impression,”
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To this the Rebbe responded on Beis Nissan 5707 as
follows: “I read everything you wrote about the hisore-
rus about the shul Shomer Shabbos Nusach Sefard, but
you have to know that a temporary awakening is not
sufficient.  The
resulf must be
the establishment
of regular shi-
urim, and each
one should en-
courage others to
attend the shi-
urim. They
should also offer
encouraging
words abouf the
conduct of the
family and that
boys and girls
should learn in
kosher  schools.
Hashem should
bring you suc-
cess.”
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One can imagine that this traveling was very tiring,
and anyone who knew my father knows that he was
very particular with the Kashrus of his food, and the

amounts he
| ate were
Eminimal.
This greatly
impacted his
cnergies.
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“According
to the sched-
ule. I am supposed to travel this week iy”h, to Wash-
ington (DC) and Norfolk (VA), but since I am weak
and tired, I am thinking of going for one week to Lake-
wood fo rest.”
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The Rebbe responded to this on the
fourth of Nisan 5707. “In answer to
your request, it 1s proper that you
should go for a week to Lakewood, for
good air, but resting from work Is
against what Chazal say: We are day
workers, we must bring light — the
light of Torah and Avodah — into our-
selves and light up others. These are
two different tasks, but the effort is the
same. I has to be with the internal ap-
proach of ‘giving yourselves over en-
tirely.” And this was the path of the
Chassidim, the Baalei Avodah, from
generation to generation: they put
themselves into it with all their
strength, and this was their success.”

Those who knew my father, know
that davening took up a major pari of
his day—of his life--so when he was
traveling, he didn’t give up his sched-
ule of learning Chassidus and daven-~
ing. R. Yiizchok Groner ran Yeshiva
Achei Tmimim vyears ago in Buffalo.
Once my father was there, and a driver
came to him, saying “Rabbi Raichik
told me to be ready for him after
davening, so, I have come to the shul at
9:00 after davening ready to take him.”
He commented, “Till Rabbl Raichik is
done with davening a half a day is
gonel How does he expect to suc-
ceed?”

One Shabbos he came very late
home from shul (in Buffale) in the late
afternoon when Rebbetzin Groner was
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ziving a shiur for women. They were
surprised to see someone still eating
Seudas Shabbos so late in the day! She
merely said that the guest was eating
Shalosh Seudas. My father said, “Flease
don’t give me too much cholent; I can’t
cat too much.”

Rabbi Sholom Rivkin (now of S.
Louis) was sent as a bochur to be a Rav
in the TLubavitcher shul in S. Louis. The
Previous Rebbe said, “You will meet
Rabbi Raichik, and he will help you
establish yourself.” The first morning,
he received a phone call, “Sholom, are
you there?” and my father was there to
help him. Rabbi Rivkin once related
that every itime he moved to a different
place (Seattle, etc.), my father was
always there.

My father’s davening fook many
hours. Although he traveled, he always
returned to his base in Yeshiva. He
would daven in the cheder sheini up-
stairs. Rabbi Leibel Groner recalls that
once my father had just finished daven-
ing around 2:00. The bochurim had
gone out for lunch and had returned
with ice cream. R. Raichik shouted,
“Taivos in Tomchel T’mimim!”

Some people iold me that when the
bochurim in 770 had questions in Ket-
zos HaChoshen on Choshen HaMishpat,
a mainstay of Yeshiva studies, they
came to my father, who told them the
explanation — no matter where they
opened up the Ketzos.

Rabbi Shia Braunsiein told me that
he was the same in Otwosk. If two bo-
churim having difficulties on a subject
would ask my father about it, he would
return to them in a half hour and dis-
play a masterful grasp of the details.

Rabbi Perez Hecht shared a room in
the dormitory with Rabbi Raichik. The
bochurim would recite Shema, and go
to sleep, but my father would continue
learning, and he would fall asleep in a
chair — and in my parent’s home if I
would awaken in the night I would see
my father at the table learning. My fa-
ther never really went to bed.

Others who shared a dorm with him
told me that Krias Shema al Hamitiah



would take a very long time. It took hours (literally) for
him to prepare and meditate on his daily cheshbon
hanefesh.  They would see him begin saying “Rebono
shel Olam,” and when they came back hours later he
would still be in the same spot. (This was related by
Hershel Ganzberg and Shimon Goldman)

My mother’s brother, Shaul Rapaport, came to the
Rebbe in 1963. He recalled, “I came to the Rebbe for my
own problems, but the whole yechidus was taken up with
the question of why I didn’t see to it that my brother-in-
law went to sleep at the proper time.” R. Shaul used to
joke “Rabbi Raichik keeps a yahrtzeit on the day the Rebbe
instructed him to go to sleep at the proper time — once a
year, on that day, he does it.”

The Previous Rebbe’s instruction in Vilna was that the
bochurim should not change their garments or style of
dress. My father adhered strictly to that decree, so that
even as a bochur he wore a kapote and a silk bekisheh on

davening, they held minyanim in and outside of the
Rebbe’s room. Not many people could go into the
Rebbe’s apartment, and on Yom Kippur, when it was
time for Maftir Yonah, the Previous Rebbe was very
weak and no one wanted it to be crowded and over-
heated for the sake of the Rebbe’s health. So during the
break between Musaf and Mincha, many people were
asked to leave the room — my father, was in a corner,
bent over saying tehillim. In those days, who wore a silk
kapote? — Only the most ehrlich Chassidim — so they let
him stay.

R. Zalman Posner related to me once at a farbrengen
the statement of the Previous Rebbe, “One who doesn’t
daven (at length—as a chossid should) should not re-
peat my Chassidus.” Affer the farbrengen, we went
downstairs to review the farbrengen and no one wanted
to review after hearing such sharp words from the
Rebbel R. Jacobson was there, R. Simpson, elder Chassi-
dim, and they insisted and pressured my father to lead

Shabbos. The Previous Rebbe lived upstairs in 770. For . .7 eview of the farbrengen.
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Here are a few of the reports that my father sent in to the Rebbe -
with a detailed accounting of the amounts he had collected, and the names of those that gave.
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A glimpse into the life of

Rabbi Menachem Shmuel Dovid
Halevi Rachik A”’H

In Honor of his 10™ Yartzeit
8™ of Shevat 5758 - 5768 (1998 - 2008)




